[Immediate complications of fulguration of ventricular tachycardia and accessory pathways. Analysis of 318 endocavitary shocks].
Abnormal events occurring immediately following electric stimulation were studied in 85 patients--mean age 38.5 years (14-78)--during the performance of 318 intracardiac shocks applied in 110 sessions. This electric stimulation was done for treatment of tachycardias related to an accessory pathway (series AP: 64 patients), or ventricular tachycardias (series VT: 21 patients). The number of shocks per session was 2.4 +/- 1.4 and 4.6 +/- 3, for the series AP and VT respectively, and the cumulative energy per session, was 405 +/- 221 J and 1,007 +/- 735 J. Only events occurring within the first 30 minutes following the shocks, were evaluated. In the series AP, the 64 patients received a total of 208 shocks in 86 sessions, and 68 abnormal events were observed (33%): 35 complete atrio-ventricular blocks, of more than 10 seconds (17%), 29 sinus pauses exceeding 3 seconds (14%) and able to stretch to 30 seconds, 3 ventricular fibrillations (1.4%) and 1 atrial fibrillation. In the series TV, 21 patients received 110 shocks in 24 sessions, and only 10 abnormal events occurred (9%): 2 transient episodes of electromechanical dissociation (1.8%), 3 uniform VT (2.7%), 1 complete atrio-ventricular block (10 min.), 1 cardiac pause (4 sec), 1 ventricular fibrillation, 1 isolated haemodynamic depression and 1 Prinzmetal syndrome. All these events were temporary, 5 ventricular arrhythmias in 6 were treated with a new intracardiac shock, and there were no deaths related to electric stimulation.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)